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Explore an interactive map of 
Bermuda’s MPAs online at 
BermudaOceanProsperity.org

Bermuda’s Marine Spatial Plan:
Coastal Network
As with the offshore and nearshore networks, the coastal network builds upon 
currently legislated areas and existing management frameworks for fisheries and 
marine environmental protection, as well as regulatory procedures for development in 
Bermuda’s marine waters. 

The coastal network introduces additional protection designations to account for the 
wide variety of activities that take place in Bermuda’s coastal waters.
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Coral Reefs & Fish Habitat

Fish Spawning & Nurseries

Historic Shipwrecks

Tourism Hotspots

Lush coral reefs provide a home for many types of fish. Along with multiple historic 
wrecks, the reefs in this area help support the island’s tourism industry and local 
businesses. This site builds upon an existing prohibited marine board notice area 
and national park marine areas between East Whale Bay and Warwick Long Bay 
to create ecological corridors for marine species.

Why is this area protected?
This area includes historic 
wrecks and popular dive 
sites, such as the Mary 
Celestia, Minnie 
Breslauer and others. 
These underwater 
heritage sites act 
as artificial reefs and 
habitats and, in this 
way, serve as “islands” of 
marine biological diversity.

Protected dive sites

Submarine cable protection area

National Parks marine area

No lobster fishing area

Fully Protected

Pelagic Zone

Shoreline Buffer

55m (30 fathoms) depth

Land

Reef

Proposed fully protected area
South Shore Reefs (A5)

Map Legend

Current Legislation Proposed Legislation

Photo credit:  

Andrew Stevenson
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Coral Reefs 
& Fish Habitat

Fish Spawning
& Nurseries

Why is this area protected?

The North Lagoon protected area links together a variety of ecologically valuable 
patch reefs. The area creates what is referred to as “ecological connectivity” or a 
“protective corridor,” an important concept in the design of MPAs. Ecological 
connectivity considers the ability of organisms to move around within the MPA 
network throughout their life cycle in order to survive.

Proposed fully protected area
North Lagoon (A7)

A7 links the nursery 
habitats in A6 to the 
outer rim reef. 
It falls within the 
North Shore Habitat 
Protection Area, 
which prohibits lobster 
trapping and large-scale 
development. In that 
area, other types of 
fishing will continue as 
usual.

Photo credit: 
Department of 
Environment and 
Natural Resources

Lobster Habitat

Photo credit: NASA Earth 
Observatory images by Jesse Allen

Fully Protected

Protected Dive Sites

Shipping Lanes

No Lobster Fishing Area

North Shore Habitat 
Protection Area

Seasonal No Net Fishing

55m (30 fathoms) depth

Land

Reef

Spearfishing Exclusion Zone

Spiny Lobster Reservoir

Map Legend

Current Legislation Proposed Legislation

Seagrass
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This area creates an ecological corridor so that fishes can travel between 
mangroves and patch reefs during their life cycle. It also contains a spawning site 
for the blue-striped grunt, a commercially and recreationally valuable fish species.

Proposed fully protected area
Coot Pond Area (A9)

Current Legislation Proposed Legislation

Blue-striped grunts gather 
in this area during the 
new moon in May 
and/or June to spawn. 
Their larvae settle in 
seagrass beds and 
mangroves to develop. 
Giving the grunts a safe 
place to spawn ensures 
they can continue to act 
as prey species for larger fish 
and support a healthy fishery.

Photo credit: Andrew Stevenson

Coral Reefs 
& Fish Habitat

Mangroves

Fish Spawning 
& Nurseries

Commercially Important 
Fish Species

Why is this area protected?

Map Legend
Fully 
ProtectedShipping Lanes

No Lobster
Fishing Area

North Shore 
Habitat 
Protection 
Area

Land

Reef

Spearfishing 
Exclusion Zone

Spiny Lobster 
Reservoir

National Parks 
Marine Areas

Shoreline 
Buffer

Blue-striped 
Grunt 
Seasonally 
Protected Area

2 m 
Mangrove
Buffer
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No Lobster Fishing Area

Spearfishing Exclusion Zone

National Parks Marine Areas

Prohibited Marine Board 
Notice Areas

Protected Dive Sites

The Castle Harbour Islands and Reefs fully protected area connects nursery habitat for 
juvenile reef fishes and small baitfish in Castle Harbour with South Shore coral reefs. 
Baitfish support commercial fisheries and are a food source for many native seabirds.

Proposed fully protected area
Castle Harbour Islands 
and Reefs (A10) 

Current Legislation Proposed Legislation

Photo credit: Shayna Brody

Fully Protected

2 m Mangrove Buffer

Land

Reef

Cable Zone

Coral Reefs & Fish Habitat

Fish Spawning & Nurseries

Baitfish

Historic Shipwrecks

Why is this area protected?
Bermuda’s national bird, 
the Cahow, is an endemic, 
critically endangered 
species believed to be 
extinct for 330 years 
before a few pairs were 
rediscovered nesting on 
isolated rocks in Castle 
Harbour. A rigorous 
conservation programme, 
which includes restoring the 
entirety of Nonsuch Island to 
pre-colonial forest, is allowing 
their population to be restored.

Seabirds

Photo credit:
JP Rouja, 
Nonsuch 
Expeditions

Seagrass

Map Legend
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